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MINERVA

MINERVA is a network of the EU ministries
of culture, including also Israel and
Russia.

It aims at correlating and harmonising the
activities carried out in the field of the
digitisation of the cultural heritage.

MINERVA Is the operative section of the
National Representatives Group for
digitisation (NRG).



The European framework

NRG and MINERVA operated in the
framework of the European initiatives
ekEurope (until 2005) and now the new
Dynamic Action Plan which addresses
the topics about digitisation of the
cultural heritage across Europe.

http://www.minervaeurope.org/publicatio
ns/dap.htm



http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/dap.htm
http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/dap.htm

I\/IINERVA endorsement

MINERVA became a European point of
reference for the digitisation issues and
the creation of cultural web sites.

The European commissioner Viviane
Reding mentioned several times
MINERVA and Its tools as European
point of reference for the digitisation of
the cultural heritage (June 2005).
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Solentifics and Culturar Grganization ‘
How MINERVA works

MINERVA set up a network of hundreds of
European experts of many fields of the
cultural heritage (museums, archives, libraries
etc.).

MINERVA created a shared European platform
made up of recommendations and guidelines
on digitisation, standards, long-term
accessibility, and quality of cultural web sites.

MINERVA generated spin off projects like
MICHAEL (www.michael-culture.org) and
MINERVA eC (under evaluation).
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http://www.michael-culture.org/
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e Technical Guidelines for Digital Cultural
Content Creation Programmes

e Good Practice handbook

e Data model for the description of digital
cultural inventories

e Prototype French-ltalian portal
= Annual Progress Report on digitisation

e Guide to Intellectual Property Rights and Other
Legal Issues
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Tools for the quality of cultural web
sites:

e Handbook for quality in cultural
Web sites

« 10 Quality Principles

= Quality Principles for cultural Web
sites. a handbook

e Museo&Web




Technlcal Guidelines for Dlgltal
Cultural Content Creation
Programme

Available in: de - en - fr -

Url:
http://www.minervaeurope.orqg/pu
blications/technicalquidelines.htm

Downloaded files:
8,000 (on MINERVA website)

11,000 (on French Ministry of
Culture website)



http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/technicalguidelines.htm
http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/technicalguidelines.htm

Good Practice Handbook

Printed copies:

3,000 (en) + 1,000 (fr) + 1,000 (it)

Online version: de —en-el-fr-hu-it-Iv -
pt — sk

Url: http://www.minervaeurope.org/structure

/workinggroups/goodpract/document/go
odpracticesl 3.htm

Downloaded files:
25,000 (on MINERVA website)
5,000 (on French Ministry of Culture
website)



Handbook for quality

In Cultural Web sites

Printed copies

500 (en) + 3000 (it)
Online versions: en - it
Url:

http://www.minervaeurope.orqg/publicatio
ns/qualitycriteria.htm

Downloaded files:
35,000 (on MINERVA website)


http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/qualitycriteria.htm
http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/qualitycriteria.htm
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Cultural Website Quality
Principles — Postcards

Printed copies:

minzrya
Colabrating Furspean B Celebrating European iz
cukursl dversity ;;I:«r:l_:n_vum!\u o
roviding access Fa roviding access
tr!r.ll’ujﬁnlclllumlccn(en\tural\ 4 ai to digital cultural content for all m L= — — — —
A good quality cultural website must: » transparent
. 7 1 » effective n I
e i
o ; = maintained

= accessible

European Cultural Website European Cultural Website
Quality Principles Quality Principles

= user-centred

» responsive

» multi-linguality
= interoperable

» managed

» preserved

url:
http://www.minervaeur
ope.org/
publications/tenquality
principles.htm




Exemple of use of the MINERVA

products

The MINERVA tools for the quality of the
cultural web sites were endorsed by the
ltalian Ministry and used for:

e The official web sites of museumes,
libraries, archives of the Ministry

e The Italilan Culture Portal

e The Observatory for the technology
applied to the CH (www.otebac.it)



http://www.otebac.it/

Quallty Principles for Cultural
Website: a handbook

Printed copies:
4,000 (en)
it+fr under preparation

Online version: ee - en - el - hu

url:
http://www.minervaeurope.org/pub
lications/
gualitycommentary _en.htm
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MINERVA and IFAP

Preparatory actions:

« MINERVA and NRG were introduced at the
Information for All Programme conferences
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N Russia (Petropaviovsk-Kamchatsky
September 2003 and Saint-Petersburg June
2004);

e Official inviation to the formal meeting of the
IFAP board in Paris iIn October 2004 and Tunis
IN March 2005.

May 2005:

MEDCULT project approved by UNESCO for
funding.




MEDCULT main goals

General scope:

promoting information literacy, through capacity
building particularly for information professionals

In particular:

< To translate and diffuse among partners the MINERVA
criteria for a quality web communication of the
cultural heritage

e To organised workshops over the countries involved for
experts of both cultural and education sectors

e To set up a replicable model of workshop

e To outline a study on the creation of a permanent
network of experts
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Avalillable tools

e Cultural web sites quality principles:
12 EU languages (including EN & FR) >
translation into Arab

= Quality Principles for cultural Web
sites, a handbook: available in EN, FR,
IT > translation into Arab

e Museo&Web: available in EN, FR, IT
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http://www.minervaeurope.org/
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