
National Representatives Group: Working Rules
The Terms of Reference for the NRG made stated that it would agree working rules for fulfilling its functions.

The working rules suggested below attempt to balance the wish to operate as much as possible through consensus, whilst also recognising that recommendations based on a majority view may be required. 

· the NRG will be chaired by the Presidency

· each Member State will have one vote

· the Presidency will have a casting vote where a vote is tied

· if a Member State does not register a vote, then this will be recorded as an abstention

· a decision will be made when all Member States that vote agree to a proposal

· a recommendation will be made where a simple majority of Member States that vote agree to a proposal

· decisions and recommendations can be made at any meeting of the NRG called by the Presidency
· an NRG meeting will be quorate only where 2/3rds or more of Member States participate in the meeting, either in person or through video or audio-conferencing
· a decision or recommendation can be made electronically, where a minimum of 10 days is allowed for responses to be made before the ballot is closed. If member States do not respond within this period, then their vote will be recorded as an abstention
· proposals for decisions or recommendations can be submitted to the Presidency by Member States or Observers. The Presidency will decide whether proposals should be submitted to the NRG

· the administration of the process for making decisions and recommendations is the responsibility of the Presidency

For separate decision:-
· a Member State that is not able to participate in an NRG meeting can request the Presidency to register a proxy vote on their behalf
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