



National Representatives Group: Terms of Reference

This is a discussion document for the CAC, which outlines draft Terms of Reference for the re-energised NRG that is to be established during the period of the UK Presidency.

Background

The NRG was established in response to the eEurope Action Plan to co-ordinate national digitisation policies and was initially established as a group of experts, nominated by Member States. A review of progress of the implementation of the Lund Action Plan has demonstrated the many successes of the NRG in tackling the Lund Action Plan, with the support of the MINERVA Project. However, it also identified the need to build on progress by strengthening the NRG and establishing clear Terms of Reference. It is recommended that the NRG be re-established to provide advice and recommendations to the Council and European Commission on the development of digitisation policy.

The Dynamic Action Plan

The NRG Members will be implementing the Dynamic Action Plan that is being drafted by the NL, Lux and UK Presidencies, as detailed in the 2005-2006 Council Workplan for Culture (Doc. 13839/04 (Presse 310, p.32)). 

The Dynamic Action Plan addresses the challenges of coordinating digitisation activities to build a European cultural information space that is accessible and usable by citizens in a period of rapid technical development. It identifies four main areas: Users and Content; Sustainability and Economic Challenges; Technologies and Applications; and Digital Preservation. In addition, it identifies a series of action areas that will be dynamically reviewed and updated by the NRG. The Dynamic Action Plan was discussed at the NRG Meeting and Conference, held in Luxembourg between 20th and 22nd June. The comments made will be taken on board by the three Presidencies, and it is planned to launch the Plan under the UK Presidency in November.

NRG Nomination

Up to two individuals may be nominated by the Ministry of Culture of each Member State and Accession Country.  In deciding which individuals to nominate to the NRG, Member States may wish to take into account the Terms of Reference outlined below; these indicate the roles and the responsibilities they have in the implementation of the Dynamic Action Plan.  Candidate countries, EFTA states and Associated States in the Framework Programme may wish to appoint Observers to the NRG, operating under the similar Terms of Reference, with the exception of taking an active role in decision-making. The Terms of Reference apply both to new and existing NRG Members

NRG Terms of Reference

The NRG Member should:-

· contribute towards the development and implementation of the Dynamic Action Plan and its operational activities

· encourage the implementation of the operational actions of the Dynamic Action Plan within their own countries

· enable collaboration and co-operation between initiatives and activities at  Member State and European levels

· establish high level contact with European and International networks (such as UNESCO and the Council of Europe)

· take decisions within the NRG on issues relevant to the co-ordination of digitisation policies

· consult with Ministries and other relevant authorities

· nominate experts for working groups established by the NRG

· promote the outcomes and results of the NRG at local, regional, Member State, European and International levels

· reflect the needs and priorities of local and national cultural institutions and their audiences

· advise on policy development and funding priorities across the cultural and scientific heritage sector

· have direct access to the Member State’s Permanent Representation, including to the Culture and Information Society attachés

· contribute to an Annual Report of the NRG, including the preparation of an overview of progress at a national level
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